
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING CONTROL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Document Title: Conservation Area 9.  
Bournville Tenants

 
Date of Designation:  17 June 1971  
Date of Extension: 6 February 1975 

 
Date of Press Notice: 26 November 1971  
Date of 2nd Notice: 7 July 1975 
 
Contents: Public Works Committee 17 June 1971 report

and recommendation 
 

Planning Committee 6 February 1975 report 
and recommendation 
 
Planning Committee 10 February 1994 report 
 
Map of changes to Bournville C.A. 

 

 
 
 
 

“Se
 

curing a Better environment for all the people of Birmingham” 



P12730-BM (-)770 '3B

The City Engineer, Surveyor and Planning Officer presented the following Report:

CITY OF B I R M I N G H A M

P.H.
PUBLIC 1/ORKS CO;'i?IITT'£

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1?th June, 1971 •

Proposed Conservation Areas in
Bournville. <

My Department has had in the past discussions with the
.Bournville Village Trust Estate Company regarding the possibility
of designating part of the estate developed by the Trust as
Conservation Areas. Soine delay occured in these discussions
until the favourable outcone of the Trusts application for a.
"Certificate of Management" under the provisions of the Leasehold
Kefor-Ti Act 1967. Kc-v;ever; it would now appear to be a favourable
time to consider uniformly recognised and respected. During

1878 the Bournbrook Estate was placed on tae open market and
George Cadbury took the opportunity in purchasing the land to
promote his ideas of social reform. His conviction was that
"the best way to improve a man's circumstances is to raise his
ideals, but it is rot enough to talk to him about ideals. How .
can he cultivate ideals when his home is a slum and his only
place of recreation is the public house". His aim was to provide
attractive and healthy living and working conditions for the
employees of the family cocoa factory, wnich was moved from
cramped conditions in Bridge Street to Bournville in 1879- Some
15 dwellings, designed by George G-add, in semi-detached pairs
were the first to be built adjoining the factory, in rural
surroundings with room for future expansion. This nucleus was
a pilot scheme for the total development, which, was conceived
under the impetus of the late 19th Century early 20th Century
"garden-city" movement, and was based upon Cadbury's ideas for
social betterment through housing reform-

In 1873) 120 more acres were purchased and development
began. By 1900, 3*3 houses had been built and the estate had
grown to 330 acres. The success of the Company and the housing
development being assured in financial, aesthetic and social
terms , George Cadbury formed" the Bournville Village Trust to
ensure his purposes and ideals were continued.

In addition to well-built generous- sized houses, at a
density to 6 to 7 dwellings per acre, adequate provision was
made for community development and social life. Shops' were
built, schools started, Ruskin Hall for the teaching
of arts and crafts, a Society of friends Meeting House and an
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Anglican Parish Church were all provided in an attractive
setting: around the focal village green* Linked pedestrian ways
and generous public open space with
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Varrant designation under the provisions' of Part I of the
Civic Amenities Act, 1967 for the following reasons:-

1o The area provides a visually attractive and
sympathetic setting to a significant series of
Listed Buildings.

2. The area has a total visual quality of
outstanding merit, and the pattern of
buildings, open spaces and landscape
features is delightful to see.

• The suggested boundary encloses the historic core of
Bournville built between 1879 and 1925- It embraces the local
Identity area of that core, which is the garden suburb conceived
under the original impetus of the garden-City movement, and
includes all the buildings in Bournville Listed by the
Department of the Environment as being of architectural or
historic interest.

BourriYille_Tenants Limited developed the area bounded by
ICin^sley I-:oad and the northern frontages of Horthfield Road.
It is suggested that this area be designated as a. conservation
area for the following reasons:-

(i) The group of dwellings represents an early
example of combining Co-partnership principles
of building with garden-City development.

(ii) The dwellings are a visually attractive
intimate group of houses laid out to

^ emphasise the pleasing effect of the
considered arrangement of buildings.Lo'

I recommend therefore that the core area of the original
Bournville Village indicated upon Flan r.R. 11453» and the
area of housing developed by Bournville Tenants Litaited indicated
upon Plan "P.R. 114-54, be designated as Conservation Areas Number
8 and 9 respectively under the provisions of the Civic Amenities/
Act 196?.
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The City Planning Officer presented the following Report:

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM

PLAINING COMMITTEE PLANNING DEPARTMENT

6th February, 1975-

Bournville Tenants Conservation Area No. 9
Extension of Boundary -ajid--Addi-ti©as-tô tiie
Statutory-Li-st; '

EECOMMMDAT10N:

/• That the "boundary of this Conservation Area be
/ extended to include dwellings Ho. 2 Woodlands Park
/ Road, and Nos. 224A and 226 Northfield Road, as

v



(ii)

A plan of these proposals will "be displayed, for your
Committee's information.

y

CITY PLANTING OFFICER.



CITY OF BIRMINGHAM

REPORT OF DIRECTOR' OF PLANNING AND ATCHITECTURE

CONSERVATION AREAS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 8th February 1994

PLANNING COMMITTEE 10th February 1994

' BOURNVILLE VILLAGE AND BOURNVILLE TENANTS CONSERVATION AREAS
ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION

EXTENSION TO BOUNDARY OF BOURNVILLE VILLAGE CONSERVATION AREA

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To inform your Committee of the recent Garments made by English
Heritage regarding the serving of an Article 4 Direction on
Boumville Village and Bournville Tenants Conservation Areas.

1.2 To seek your Committee's approval to carry out a public
participation exercise regarding the possible extension to the
boundary of Bournville Village C.A. to include:-

Bournville Baths, and Lodge No. 1, Bournville Lane.
The Alitishouses, Oak Tree Lane.

2. Background

On 10th December 1993 officers from this Department had a
meeting on site with David Warren from English Heritage. On
10th January 1994 in a letter to this Department he expressed
the opinion that although the basic fabric of the houses has not
been undermined, sensitive details such as the small paned
casement windows, dormers, doors and traditional timber garages
are gradually being replaced with modern features of
inappropriate proportions, detailing and materials.

He was also of the opinion that to serve an Article 4 Direction
is the "most appropriate way of iiihibiting this process of
erosion".

3. Observations

3.1 An initial survey of the area has already been undertaken by
officers to establish where the more serious problems exist.

3.2 Officers from this Department have met with representatives from
the Department of the Environment regarding the serving of
Article 4 Directions. They stressed that a blanket Article 4
Direction cannot be served over the entire Conservation area.
They added that to withdraw permitted development rights would
require a detailed survey of the whole area. This would
include:-

A photographic survey of all the properties in the area.
A list of all the alterations each property has undergone.
A list of all the properties with original features
remaining.
A schedule of properties from which the withdrawal of
permitted development, rights would be proposed, itemising
the type and extent of permitted development rights to be
withdrawn.
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