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Birmingham City Council  

Avian Influenza Policy for management of outbreaks on waterbodies, in public 

parks and similar settings 

Aim of policy 

This policy is to document how BCC will tackle notifications of Avian Influenza (AI) in 

the wild bird population. 

Objectives 

▪ To assist in the decision-making process for BCC surrounding the management 

of Avian Influenza in wild birds in council owned parks, waterbodies and similar.  

▪ To provide a framework for this decision-making process on actions taken by 

BCC. 

▪ To ensure 
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Birmingham City Council must manage risks during an Avian Influenza outbreak. 

The main identified risks are: 

1. Risk of transmission of the Avian Influenza virus to staff employed by 

Birmingham City Council (BCC) who come into contact with dead birds that 

have died from Avian influenza. Contact due to  

a. Officers work as defined by job description 

b. Officers involved directly in the removal, transportation, and disposal of 

deceased birds within an Avian Influenza Protection Zone or 

Surveillance Zone 

2. Risk of transmission of Avian Influenza to persons using BCC land and 
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Operational Risk Assessments, Safe Working Procedures (SWP) and associated 

training will be provided proportionate to the occupational risk of staff by individual 

BCC sections and consulted with Corporate Health and Safety team.   

Specific Risk Assessments, Safe Working Procedures and associated training for 

nominated BCC employees dealing with onsite Avian Influenza response and 

collection, transport and disposal of carcases will be provided by each relevant 

section of BCC. Full and appropriate Personal Protective Equipment and operational 

equipment will be provided to such employees in line with Risk Assessments, SWP 

and current UK guidance.  

BCC will ensure that nominated staff who undertake interventions to remove 

carcases undertake health surveillance by UKHSA and are offered Tamiflu if UKHSA 

determine this is necessary.  

General public usage of BCC land, and watercourses for specific activities 

Public information on the current situation regarding Avian influenza including 

locations of current AI notifications, current controls and mitigations in place, and 

health awareness information will be provided to the public through BCC 

Communications Teams. This should be appropriate to the known risk and regularly. 

BCC will utilise website, approved social media platforms, press releases and onsite 

(park land) information signage. Other methods of disseminating information and 

advice may be determined where required (e.g., WhatsApp) if a specific group is 

required, but in general, public messaging will be undertaken. 

In determining the best course of action with regard to the continuation of activities 

within parks, watercourses and BCC owned land where an Avian Influenza outbreak 
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contrary then the advice should be followed. If possible interested parties will be 

contacted and view sought in advance. 

The decision will be relayed to any persons whose activities are requested to cease 
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¶ the number of 


