
High hedges: complaining to the Council
The right hedge can be an ideal garden boundary but the wrong hedge 
may bring problems. This leaflet explains what will happen if the Council 
get involved – using their powers in Part 8 of the Anti-social Behaviour 
Act 2003. It is a simple guide and not a statement of the law.
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Further information

‘Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003:
Part 8’ – the law governing
complaints about high hedges.

‘High hedges complaints:
prevention and cure’ – a detailed
guide on administering high hedge
complaints.

‘High hedges: appealing against
the Council’s decision’ – a leaflet
explaining how to appeal if you
disagree with the Council’s
decision on a hedge complaint.

‘Over the garden hedge’ – a leaflet
on how to settle your hedge
differences without involving 
the Council.

‘The right hedge for you’ – a 
leaflet to help you choose the 
most suitable hedge for you and
your garden.

‘Hedge height and light loss’ – 
a booklet to help you assess
whether an evergreen hedge is
blocking too much daylight and
sunlight to neighbouring properties.
A printed copy costs £6.50.

‘Protected Trees: A Guide to 
Tree Preservation Procedures’ – 
a leaflet answering some of the
most common questions about 
tree preservation procedures.

Text of the Act is available on
www.hmso.gov.uk/acts. All the
other documents are available at
www.odpm.gov.uk/treesandhedges
or from ODPM Publications 
(tel: 0870 1226 236)
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Notes:

High hedges: complaining to the Council



Further copies can be obtained 
from ODPM Free Literature.
Tel: 0870 1226 236
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visit www.odpm.gov.uk
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